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Learning Objective: UKS2 – to use a thesaurus

Idea Differentiation

Have a weekly synonym challenge. Pick a
word at random from your marking or a
guided reading text and ask the class to
find as many alternatives as they can using
a thesaurus. They could work in teams to
complete our

Set a given number of synonyms as a
target for better readers/writers. Even
make it a competition!
For less able, children can work together
to build their synonym bank.

Dedicate a corner of your VCOP wall to
synonyms for common overused words (e.g.
mad/bad/sad) and remind children to look
there when they’re writing
This is great for developing reporting verbs
in dialogue, for example. How many ways
can we avoid saying ‘said’?
They could use these to create their own
versions of our

When you mark weaker writers’ work,
guide them in your comments to your class

to support their
editing/improvement time.

Use a thesaurus in combination with a
dictionary, so they find meanings for new
words/phrases as well.  Children often use
words from the thesaurus inappropriately,
because they’re not aware that the meaning
isn’t exactly the same as the word they’re
trying to replace.

This is harder for lower ability readers,
who may need to practise this skill several
times as a guided group before they are
confident.

When marking, highlight an unambitious
word choice in their work, to be upgraded
using a thesaurus during improvement time.
Use the same highlighter colour every time,
so your class knows that (e.g.) purple means
“Use a thesaurus to make this word better
please.”

To practise this, use our differentiated
range of

Be a better writer than… When reading
your class story, point out an uninspiring/
repeated description or use of ‘said’ and
challenge them to improve the author’s
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choice. They love the feeling of upgrading
something already published!
Try it – have you ever counted how many
times Harry Potter’s scar ‘seared’, he
‘stowed’ his wand or that Dumbledore’s eyes
‘twinkled’?  Now there’s an author in
desperate need of a thesaurus!
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